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From the Provincial’s Desk 

Happy New Year! 

The world ushers in the eve of the New Year with a big bang of fireworks, noise makers, 

parties and other revelries. There are various reasons to celebrate. Many look at the occasion 

with gratitude for the blessings they have had, such as achievements and successes in life. 

Others rejoice for overcoming challenges and leaving behind the troubles and difficulties of 

the past year. For some, to be able to survive is more than enough to make them feel happy. 

Those still facing many hurdles in life see the New Year as an opportunity to move onward 

with new resolutions and renewed hope for something better to come. 

 

Our Catholic Church celebrates this day with great joy for the blessings it brings, the Solemn 

Feast of Mary, the Mother of God, which is a holy day of obligation in our church in Sri 

Lanka. The birth of Christ, the Savior of the World, was made possible in God‟s divine 

design through the motherhood of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Her humility, obedience and 

willingness paved the way for God to fulfill His promise of salvation to the world. For this 

reason, the joy of Christmas continues as we reflect on God‟s precious gift to us in Christ. 
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To call Mary the Mother of God (“Theotokos”) reminds us of what Christmas really means. 

We have a caring, loving and saving God who dwells in our world. We are His beloved 

children, precious and sacred in His eyes, and we are not alone in our struggles and 

difficulties in life. In the midst of war, violence, hatred and a culture of indifference to the 

sufferings around us, we can still say “Emmanuel” – God is with us. This gives us joy, peace 

and happiness. 

On that first Christmas, the angels announced the good news to the shepherds, who hurried to 

find the Holy Family and relate the heavenly message. Our Blessed Mother “treasured all 

these things and reflected on them in her heart” (Lk 2:19). She pondered in silence the 

significance of the birth of Christ, of God becoming man in a sinful world. Christ‟s presence 

in our life and the world brings renewal and a new beginning. The world will be different if 

we can recognize our common identity as one humanity, as God‟s family and that we all are 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The message of Pope Francis on the 53rd World Day of Peace will be observed on January 1, 

2020, “Peace, A Journey of Hope: Dialogue, Reconciliation and Ecological Conversion,” 

puts hope as our path to peace. This is not only our aspiration but our direction in life – to be 

beacons of hope by promoting a culture of life instead of death, sowing love and peace 

instead of hatred and violence, building bridges of harmonious relationship instead of walls 

that separate us. Let us keep Christ in our heart, and the chances are that 2020 will be another 

happy new year. 

Christ’s blessings to everyone! 

Final Vows 

Rev. Fr. General in a letter to the Provincial announced the promotion of Bro. Lalith 

Fernando Pulle and Fr George Fernando to make their final commitment in the Society. 

Fr. George Fernando and Bro. Lalith Fernando Pulle will pronounce their final vows on 

the 05
th

 January, 2020, on the Feast of Epiphany at the Provincialate, Negombo. 

The Vow mass will be at 6.00 p.m., followed by dinner. Please make sure that you inform the 

Minister, Fr Gabriel Alfreds, S.J. (078 6335505) if you intend to participate in the ceremony. 

Appointments 

Fr. Sanjeeva Fernando will be a full time National Director for the Pope‟s Worldwide Net 

work of Prayers and for the Eucharistic Youth Movement effective from 1
st
 January 2020. 

 

Fr. Thushara Samapth is appointed as the new Province Development Director effective 

from 1
st
 January 2020. 

 

The request of Schs. Amir Yaqoob and Asim Shaukat of the Pakistan Mission to leave the 

Society has been granted by Fr. General. 

 

 

 

   The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for January-2020  

    Promotion of World Peace    
 We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all people 

 of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world. 
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COLOMBO DISTRICT 

Daham Sihila - Novitiate 

We, novices began the month of December by entering gracefully into the Advent Season. 

Fr.Master in his homily on the first Sunday of Advent shared with us the meaning and the 

importance of Advent in our Christian life. On the same day, 1
st
 of December, we joined the 

juniors to go to St.Joseph‟s College, Colombo for the Annual Carols Program. We felt that 

we had a good start for the season of Advent in view of Christmas Celebrations. 

In the first week of December, we had our charity class. We helped one another in fraternal 

correction.It was a good platform, an excellent opportunity for us to learn from one other.  

As customary, this year too, we went to help the Parish Priest of St. Nicholas‟ Church, 

Bopitiya, both on the feast day as well as on the day of blessings. Our Sinhala speaking 

brothers stayed on in the parish from 5
th

 to 8
th

 since their help was needed by the Parish 

Priest. We all had a spiritual experience of blessing the people and distributing Holy 

Communion to the large numbers that attended the services. 

Some of our novices went to help Sr. Greta in the preparatory work for the annual concert of 

her school, “Centre of Education for Hearing Impaired Children”. Their help in making the 

crib and putting up the Christmas tree was very much appreciated. 

On the request of the Parish Priest of Matugama Church, Isuranga and Leokanth were sent on 

December 9
th

to help him conduct a week long English Language Camp for the Parish 

children. They returned on 16
th

 having gained a wonderful experience working with those 

people who are less privileged and neglected. 

As in previous years, this time too we made a crib in front of our Novitiate, and it was an 

attraction for the passers-by. We also decorated our Novitiate chapel and the corridors. 

Our junior brother, Radnaf de Silva, pronounced his first vows on the 19
th

 of December in the 

Novitiate chapel. We had Fr.Provincial and a few Jesuit Fathers and some MC Sisters as our 

guests. It was a joyful event. 

On 19
th

 and 20
th

, five of us went to Ragama hospital to share the joy of Christmas with the 

patients by singing Carols. On 21
st
, three novices went to Ragama parish for house visiting 

and for the distribution of communion to the sick. 

For Christmas ministries, all the novices were sent to different parishes, on the 24
th

 morning. 

On Christmas day, we returned to the novitiate and in the evening we had our community 

celebration. We also celebrated the happy 25
th

wedding anniversary of our cook, Celine. Her 

husband and the daughter were also present for the occasion along with two little nieces who 

had come for Christmas. We began our celebration with a prayer service and had some 

community games to cheer us up. The last item we had was the festive dinner, provided by 

Celine and her family. It was a joyful Christmas for all of us here at Daham Sihila. 

DAHAM SIHILA – JUNIORATE  

“It’s a year to leap; to write that action plan.  

Probe into (UAP) Universal Apostolic Preferences;  

with (PAP) Province Apostolic Planning, 

and move forward fearlessly.    

It’s a year of renovation, reformation and full of renewal; 

 hence make room for things that matter.  

Invest in yourself physically, mentally and spiritually,  

no matter what come may.  

Workout diligently, reach out daringly and care about diurnally.  
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It’s a year to build a better world, said He.  

I said I would, but how?  

The world is such a cold, dark place and complicated now.  

For I am small and helpless, there‟s nothing I can do.  

Of course there is, said He, 

 It’s a New Year to build a BETTER YOU.” 

 

The month of December was replete with lots of blessings in our lives here at Daham Sihila 

Juniorate. The season of Advent has doubled our Joy and filled our hearts with hope of the 

arrival of the new born King and Saviour. We got a golden opportunity to learn the basics of 

Law and were initiated into the Human Rights in the first week of the month. We wish to 

place a record of the Block Course on “Law and Human Rights”, conducted by prominent 

lawyer priest Rev. Noel Dias and his Catholic Lawyers‟ team. In the meantime Fr.Sanjeeva 

Fernando was away, preaching an eight days retreat at Fatima Retreat House, Kandy.  

Fr.Milroy Fernando, S.J., the P.C.F of the Province paid a short visit and spent with us two 

quality days. He shared with us the importance of serious academics‟ investments and future 

study plans of the juniors.  From 16
th

   to 20
th

 December, we sat for our 2
nd

 term exam.  

 

The most significant event of this month was the First Vows of our 

brot her Radnaf D’Silva. He made his first profession in the Society 

on 19
th

 of this month. Fr. Dexter Gray, S.J., the Provincial received 

Radnaf‟s vows. Congratulations Radnaf and welcome to the company. 

Yet another significant event was the Colombo District Jesuits‟ 

Christmas gathering in our community. The juniors put up a 

fascinating Christmas Crib, adhering to one of the UAP options „our 

common home’. After the Christmas, on 26
th

 the juniors went home to 

be with their families and to share their joy with the relatives.   

 
ST. XAVIER RESIDENCE, AKKARAPANAHA, NEGOMBO 

 

JESUIT YOUTH CENTRE (JYC) OPENING OF THE INDOOR STADIUM,  

AKKARAPANAHA 

The Jesuit Youth Centre revamped the existing Magis Basketball court with an enormous 

Indoor Stadium. It was opened on 3th Nov. by Rev. Fr. Dexter Grey, the Provincial Superior 

of Jesuits in Sri Lanka. In order to mark the inauguration of the newly built indoor stadium, 

two exhibition matches were organized. The teams were the Sri Lankan Army on one side 

and a combined team of the Jesuit Fathers and Juniors on the other. From the beginning to the 

end the players kept the spectators well entertained with great display of skills. There was a 

good turnout of well-wishers. The 

indoor court became a reality thanks 

to the untiring efforts of Frs. Dexter 

Gray and Thushara Sampath. The 

Jesuit Youth Centre gratefully 

remembers the Jesuitenmission in 

Germany, our main donor. We offer 

our gratitude also to our local 

benefactors and sponsors who made 

this venture possible through their 

generous contributions. This 
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stadium supplies facilities for basketball, badminton and special functions for youth, schools, 

institutions etc., not excluding seminars and leadership programs. In order to make use of the 

stadium you are kindly requested to make your bookings quite in advance. 

For further details contact: Fr. Thushara Sampath, S.J. Director, Jesuit Youth Centre, 

Akkarapanaha, Negombo. Tel: 031-2281860 or 077-1262593. 

 

ANNUAL CONCERT OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PRESCHOOL, KANDAWALA: 

The Christmas concert of St. Francis Xavier Preschool, Kandawala, for the closing of the 

year was organized by the preschool teachers and parents.  

After the completion of one and half years, the children of St. Francis Xavier Preschool, 

Kandawala entertained the invitees with their skills and talents at this Annual Concert. It was 

held at the Jesuit Youth Centre, Akkarapanaha on December 01
st
, 2019 at 2pm. The 

performances lasted nearly 4 hours. Fr. Dexter Gray, the Provincial Superior of Sri Lanka 

was the chief Guest at this Annual concert.  The teachers and parents of the children gave 

their whole hearted 

support to organize 

the event very well. 

The children‟s parents 

and relatives were 

enthusiastic to see the 

performance of their 

kids that the director 

and teachers were able 

to train and develop at 

St Xavier Pre-school 

for the past one and  

half years. The parents 

highly appreciated the Director, Fr. Thushara Sampath and the teachers‟ dedication and 

commitment in making their children‟s performances so successful. 

 

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER:  

 

The Feast of St. Francis Xavier was 

organized by the director and the staff 

of the candidate House, Akkarapanaha 

on 03
rd

 December 2019 inviting 

parents and siblings of our candidates 

and some Jesuits. Fr. Dexter Gray was 

the chief celebrant at the Festive mass 

while Frs. George Fernando and 

Rashmi Fernando concelebrated. The 

festive mass was held at the newly built 

JYC indoor stadium at Akkarapanaha.  It was a significant event for both groups, candidates 

as well as SPARK English group. 

 

SPARK ENGLISH GROUP 2019:  

We had the Certificate Distribution Ceremony of the SPARK English Group on 11
th

 

December 2019 at the Jesuit Youth Center. Fr. Dexter Gray was the chief guest and the 

guest of honor was Fr. Sanjeeva Fernando. In his speech, Fr. Dexter brought out the 
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significance of value education. Fr. 

Thushara and Sch. Randika thanked 

the Jesuit Fathers, Ahilaraj, Rashmi, 

Aloy and the collaborators, Mrs. 

Shalini, Wijai, Shanthia, Nilupuli, Mr. 

Shantha, Wajira and all the teaching 

and non-teaching members for their 

immense support to make the event 

successful.  

 

MAGIS TROPHY 2019 

The Jesuits at Akkarapanaha, Negombo along with the JYC and Magis committee 

successfully concluded the 7
th

 Magis basketball “Peace & Reconciliation Trophy” 

tournament on 8
th 

December, 2019. This year the tournament was held at the newly opened 

JYC Indoor Stadium. In all 37 teams, 25 of boys and 12 of girls took part in the tournament. 

The increase in the number of teams was a reflection of the importance given to the theme, 

PEACE & RECONCILIATION, of the tournament.  Bringing more teams on the same 

platform was a unique aspect of the basketball tournament for the under-14 category in island 

wide. The guidance of Rev.Fr 

Dexter Gray the Provincial 

Superior of the Society of Jesus 

in  Sri Lanka and Pakistan, Fr. 

Thushara Sampath the 

director of JYC, Sch. Randika 

Fernando, the Asst. director of 

JYC and  Mrs. Surangi 

Wijewardena, the president of 

Magis committee, was a great 

strength to make this event a 

success. The main purpose of 

this tournament is to promote Peace and Reconciliation among all and also to promote the 

spirit of sportsmanship among the youngsters under 14 years of age. The Lyceum 

International School won the championship of both, girls and boys, beating the Mahamaya 

Vidyalaya, Kandy and St. Joseph‟s College, Colombo respectively. The runner up of girls 

was the Holy Family Convent, Colombo and the boys was the Loyola College, Negombo. A 

veteran basketball player, Mr. Sunil Senevirathna, graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.  

KANDY DISTRICT 

Cholankanda Youth Training Centre (CYTC)  

On 7
th

& 8
th

 December, at the invitation of the Parish Priest of St. Mary‟s Church, 

Nawalapitiya, Frs. Peter Kurukula Aratchi and Ranjan Jayamanne, with the Catholic 

hostellers of the Cholankande Youth Training Centre joined in the celebrations of the Annual 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady. 

Fr. Peter was the Chief Guest at the Annual Christmas Get-together of Old Aloysians of 

Colombo Branch of St. Aloysius‟ College, Galle, held at Samudra Hotel, Colombo, on 21
st
 

December.  
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On 21
st
& 22

nd
 December, Electrician (Domestic) 

NVQ (National Vocational Qualification) and 

Electrician (Industrial) NVQ Level 3 Final 

Assessments were held. All the sixteen (16) who 

sat obtained excellent passes.The examiners were 

Messrs. S. P. S. T. Thilakarathne and R. M. L. K. 

Ramanayake. 

On 22
nd

 December, Computer Applications 

Assistant NVQ (National Vocational Qualification) Level 3 Final Assessment was held for 5 

(five) students of the Computer Section: 4 (four) students obtained Level 3 passes while, 01 

(one) student obtained Level 2 pass. The examiners were Messrs. 

N. P. Senanayake and W.C.B.Padmal.  

On the same day, A  utomobile Mechanic Pre-Assessment NVQ 

(National Vocational Qualification) was held for 16 (sixteen) 

students. The Final Assessment is scheduled to be held on 17
th

, 

18
th

 and 19
th

 January 2020. 

Fr. Ranjan was felicitated during a social get together for his 

successful completion of a Diploma Course in Psychology and 

Counseling at the Aquinas College of Higher Studies, Colombo. 

CYTC closed for Christmas and New Year vacation on 23
rd

 December 

with the singing of Christmas Carols, sung in Sinhala, Tamil and 

English to further promote unity in diversity. As we mark the end of 

another year, we remember with a grateful heart, all our friends and 

benefactors who have very generously helped us through their abundant 

prayers and generous support. We wish all of them a Merry Christmas 

and a Peaceful New Year.  

 

Satyodaya Centre  

Graduation of the pre-school kids 

 

During the first two weeks of December, all the 

Pre-schools supported by Satyodaya were busy 

with their year-end concerts. The staff members 

of Satyodaya happily attended the first important 

occasion of the kids‟ life as a measure of further 

motivating them, their parents and teachers. There 

was so much creativity and enthusiasm in 

everybody in organizing concerts. Satyodaya 

made all the arrangements for every child to 

receive a gift appreciating each one‟s onstage performance. There were 205 children 

altogether in the ten pre-school supported by Satyodaya in the year 2019. Only 67 of them 

fulfilled all the necessary requirements to begin the formal education in the school in 2020 by 

receiving a certificate. The Satyodaya‟s involvement in developing the community pre-

schools in the plantation sector was highly commended by the teachers, parents and the 

government officials who continue to be the stakeholders strengthening the pre-school 

system.  

 

 

https://www.medjugorje.ws/data/olm/images/pictures/virgin-mary-images/nativity-jesus-christ/advent9.jpg
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Training for pre-school teachers  

 

As the Pre-school teachers play a very important role in laying a solid foundation in the 

education of the children, Satyodaya organized a three-day training program for the pre-

school teachers in order to update their overall knowledge and skills about the early 

childhood development. With the intention of making the program highly productive, 

Satyodaya invited three professionals in the area of early childhood development for the 

training as resource persons.  

 

At the inauguration of the three-day workshop on 10
th

 

of December, the importance of having the basic 

knowledge in the early childhood development and a 

positive thinking and attitude on the part of teachers 

towards themselves and children was very much 

highlighted. Eighteen pre-school teachers of the 

plantation sector and of the rural villages in the Kandy 

district followed the workshop. . It was interesting to 

see that the whole duration of the workshop was 

packed with various activities selected carefully to develop the capacities of the participant 

teachers. Besides, the mediation session conducted by Fr Kamal Andradi, SJ, the Director of 

Satyodaya, was a new experience for all the participants. At the feedback session, the 

teachers happily spelled out what they gained at the workshop.  

 

Leaders emerge when the opportunities are given.  

 

The Youth Leadership Training Course is an 

important annual event that has been organized by 

Satyodaya for so many years. It was conducted on 

every Saturday for a period of six months for the 

young people who are doing or have completed 

A/L examination. For the first time, in this year, it 

was held as a residential leadership training course 

for ten days continuously from 13
th

 to 23
rd

 of 

December at the Satyodaya Educational Training 

Center. One of the primary purposes of the residential venture was to bring them out of their 

shabby Line Rooms and allow them to live for sometimes in a decent comfortable room with 

all the facilities.   

 

After having seen many talented leaders trained by Satyodaya in the past many from different 

estates and rural villages around Kandy applied for the Leadership Training Course this year.  

But 33 were selected for the same.  

 

Fr Kamal SJ and his team at Satyodaya made use of all the available resources to give and 

bring out the best from the participants during the training program. Helping the participant 

to know themselves well and being a leader to oneself was the first and most important aspect 

of the leadership training program. Self-esteem, Group Dynamics, Goal Attainment, Ethics 

and Values, Problem Solving, Communication Skills, Decision Making, Planning 

Community Projects, Cultural Diversity, Teamwork etc, were included in the theoretical part 

of the training program. There were also Role Playing, Group Discussions, Group Work, 
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Games, IQ and Debates. Half a day the young leaders had an opportunity to be and learn 

from the differently abled children and people in a home run by Missionaries of Charity 

Sisters in Kandy. On the final day, 23
rd

 December, the young leaders of the 2018 batch were 

invited to display their talents and to share their life experiences with the present batch. It was 

a very painful moment for most of them to say good bye to one another, to the beautiful place 

and to the team of Satyodaya.  

 

Christmas 2019  

 

Christmas celebration with the poor children of the 

plantation sector and of rural villages is another 

important annual event of Satyodaya. This year too on 

the 25
th

 of December we celebrated the Christmas with 

the participation of over 100 children, teachers, and 

family members of the Satyodaya staff. There was 

singing and dancing of children as well as of teachers. 

All were given gifts and of course a delicious 

Christmas lunch.  

 

TRINCOMALEE DISTRCT 

Pre-Novitiate 

The pre-novices have ended their first term 

with recollection given by Fr. Eustace. They 

were taken to the house of Missionaries of 

Charity and Holy Angels‟ Orphanage as part 

of the Christmas Celebration. They have 

performed dance for the inmates. Inmates 

were very happy at their coming. Pre-Novices 

had memorable experience with them and 

cherished the joy of being together.They have gone for Christmas vacation and will be back 

on 3
rd

 January for the second term. Except one all the pre-novices passed the A/L 

examination. Congratulations to them. 

CLC 

The members of CLC celebrated Christmas with 

the inmates of St. Joseph‟s Home for Elders in 

Trincomalee. Rt. Rev. Dr. Kingsley Swampillai 

graced the occasion and delivered the Christmas 

message. He appreciated the service of members 

of CLC to the diocese. The inmates were very 

happy to receive gift and love from CLC. It was 

very meaningful and memorable. 
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Loyola Campus 

Oral and Written Exam 

We have conducted oral exam as part of 

the final exam. Most of the students 

participated actively and we could witness 

that they have come out of their shyness 

and fear. On the next day we had written 

exam. In the beginning of the course, they 

were very much worried about the listening 

part as it was recorded by the native 

speakers, but on the day of the exam they could follow the language of native speakers and 

have performed well. It is all because of the interest they show in learning English. 

Second Awarding Ceremony - 2019 

The month of December was packed with a lot of activities in the Loyola Campus. We started 

to prepare for the second Certificate Awarding Ceremony in 2019 well in advance. Our 

members of the staff and students were very eager to plan and prepare for the awarding 

ceremony. After the meticulous planning and strenuous preparation by the students, we had 

our awarding ceremony on 17
th

 December. Rt. Rev. Dr. Noel Immanuel, Fr. Provincial, Fr. 

Milroy and along with three other dignitaries graced the occasion. The Bishop of 

Trincomalee was highly appreciative of the Jesuit education and formation of youth.  

There were around 160 students who received their certificates. Our students enacted a mime 

basing on the four Universal Apostolic Preferences and also the drama “The Merchant of 

Venice”. They have culled out their presentations through different media like instrumental 

music, oration, classical and western dance. Fr. Provincial appreciated our students for having 

so many talents. He encouraged them to go one step further day by day. We are very grateful 

to the Country Office for all the support rendered during this period. The whole programme 

was organized by the students. We were amazed to see their organizing capacities at this 

stage.  
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Recruitment Process and BA Degree 

We advertised courses offered by the Loyola Campus to the upcoming batch. We have 

concentrated more on the Loyola Campus in Muthur for the next intake. We have also 

encouraged our alumni to enroll in online courses offered by JWL. The Loyola Campus is 

ready to host the BA Sustainable Development degree program offered by Xavier University 

of Bhubaneswar. At present there are seven students who have enrolled in this program and 

sat for the online interview. It was a new experience for the students. The students have taken 

this as a great opportunity to pursue their higher education.  

Farewell and Christmas Celebration 

The management has organized farewell and 

Christmas celebration for the students. The students 

themselves expressed that they were very happy to 

learn English in the Loyola Campus. They felt that 

they were given enough opportunities to come out of 

their limitations within a short period of time. Some 

said that they have grown in their interpersonal 

relationships. They left the Loyola Campus with full 

of memories and hope. 

Trip to Kandy 

Our students were taken to Kandy and 

visited the Golden Temple, Dalada 

Maligawa, the City Center and the 

Peradeniya Park. They had sumptuous 

lunch at the Fatima Retreat House. We 

thank Fr. Mariyathas for all the 

arrangements he had made for our 

students.  The students themselves enjoyed a lot and had a safe and pleasant journey. 

Fr. Tyrone writes from Napoli 

On December 8th, 2019, the children of St. Joseph Vaz "Daham Pasala" had their annual 

Christmas programme and the prize giving ceremony at Vico Donna Romita 12 from 14.30 to 

18.30 hours. There are 175 children registered in "Daham Pasala". With their parents and 

relatives, it was a crowd of more than 500 people. 

The programme started at 14.30 hours. Rev.Fr.Claudio Barretta, S.J, the Superior of the Gesu 

Nuovo Community was with us from the beginning. Fr.Suranga Asiri, a priest of Chilaw 

Diocese working in Covour (3 km from Gesu Nuovo) also attended the whole programme. 

After the programme when I came back, Fr.Claudio Barretta, S.J, suggested to me to invite 

their Provincial for next year's programme. 

Those who excelled in studies, those who had the best attendance and all students were given 

a School bag as a Christmas gift. I was extremely happy to notice how the little ones and their 

parents enjoyed the arrival of "Santa" throwing sweets up in the air. A big number of little 

ones came forward and started dancing with their brothers and sisters, while the bigger ones 

were busy giving other performances. 
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On December 19th, the children who received first Holy Communion last year and those who 

were going to receive this year were taken to the Cardinal's Residence to participate in the 

Immigrant Pastors' Carol Service. At the function our children sang an Italian Hymn called 

"Immacolata Vergine Bella"(Beautiful Immaculate Virgin). They sang so well that they were 

given a standing ovation. The Cardinal himself informed me that they sang the hymn very 

well. 

Fr.Dilan Perera, S.J, came to help me with the Christmas ministries. He was here on 

December 21st evening and left in the morning of 26
th

. We had our Christmas mass at 21.00 

hours. Frs.Suranga Asiri, Manju Samantha, SDB, Dilan Perera and Tyrone, concelebrated at 

the mass. The Gesu Nuovo Church was packed to the full by the Sri Lankan Catholics. 

According to my estimate there would have been a crowd of more than 2000.We also had a 

morning mass at 8.30 in our small chapel and at Mittzzini Church at 11.00 where mass is said 

every Sunday at this time. At Mittzzini too the whole church was fully packed with Sri-

Lankans. 

Let me also take this opportunity to wish all our dear Province Members:  A Very Happy 

Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2020. 

I will put some photographs in "Friends in the Lord". You could take whatever photograph 

that is to your liking. Are you on Whatsapp? Can you sent a WhatsApp Message to me so 

that I could forward photographs through it, directly? Here in Napoli, WhatsApp works 

extremely well. Thank you and God Bless you. Tyrone,S.J. 

My first Christmas in Africa – among the Refugees, God’s most beloved (Fr. Lasantha) 

My short visit to Sri Lanka affirmed more 

and more the real apostolic need of my 

presence in JRS in Kakuma. Kalum, one of 

my closest students who accompanied me 

to the airport in Sri Lanka in April did the 

same this time too.  As he was bidding me 

farewell he just whispered, “Father, on 

your first departure to Nairobi you were 

sad, but today you do not show any 

sadness”. I promptly responded, “I am 

going home”. Therefore I returned to Kakuma with much vigor and enthusiasm to be with my 

loved ones.  

Then we began the preparations for Christmas in various centres. First I delivered the 

message of Christmas to the JRS staff appreciating 

their committed hard work during the year by 

connecting God‟s concrete LOVE shown to us by 

sending His own Son – to show His face and feel 

His heart. In the meantime Fr. Bill from USA, 

presently working in Nairobi JRS office, joined 

me for the Christmas season. Then we had the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation in various mass 

centres. It was very striking to witness the 

eagerness of young ones, especially men who 

were making very genuine confessions. 
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In Kakuma, the midnight Mass began at 4 in the evening due to security requirements. As I 

was getting ready to sing the “Gloria” in St. Stephen‟s, the catechist brought me the statue of 

Baby Jesus made with fresh mud. The eyes of the infant were two grains and the nose was a 

twig. “How earthy was God‟s Son!” After Mass we all danced to celebrate Christmas 2019 

and I joined the dancing carrying with me Baby Jesus made with mud. While I was in the 

middle of the dance the statue of baby Jesus broke into two. Then I kept it on the ground and 

brought the little ones (remembering the poor shepherds of Jesus‟ time) to sit around the babe 

and sing the final carol.  

The Christmas Masses were in two centres and each took nearly two and half hours. All of 

them came wearing new dresses (with very bright colors) and it was heartening to see the 

girls with colored hair too. 

As I was getting ready to distribute communion in Sts Peter 

and Paul centre, a mentally unstable Muslim boy rushed into 

the church. The catechists were agitated and tried to stop him 

as he was trying to disturb the procession of communion. I 

stopped distributing Holy Communion and walked up to him 

and hugged him. I requested the congregation to just recall 

what happened in Bethlehem two thousand years ago. As Jesus 

was born who were his first visitors? They were not kings, 

religious leaders or priests of his time that had the blessing to 

see Jesus. Only the shepherds who were labeled as dishonest 

persons were privileged. There would have been so many 

outcast people visiting baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph. So please 

do not obstruct this boy in coming to see Jesus, let us make 

him happy. 

At the thanksgiving dance, he danced with us with so much joy and ease. I was also happy to 

celebrate some parts of the mass in Kiswahili. 

I am ever so grateful to JRS and especially all in Kakuma for giving me the opportunity to 

have the experience of my First Christmas in Africa– meeting the visitors and dancing with 

them.   

MANY HAPPY RETURNS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JANUARY 

01/1984 Jude Deluxion 

02.1996 Hanif Masih 

03/1943 Christlin P Rajendram 

03/1966 Benedict Savarimuttu 

04/1936 John Joseph Mary 

08/1959 Thierry Robouam 

09/1971 Lalith Fernandopulle 

11/1978  J. Anthondas Morais 

12/1980 Santosh Fernandes (Tertian) 

14/1960 Bernard Jayasinghe 

18/1997 Shehan Appuhamy 

20/1970 Vu Minh Tri (Tertian) 

19/1950 Sebastian Maria Anthony 

23/1961 Lasantha de Abrew 

26/1933 Eustace Fernando 

26/1955 Gamini Perera 

26/1997 Joseph Maxwel  

28/1998 Brian A. Fernando 

31/1969 Christian Perera 

 

  

FEBRUARY 

04/1981   Chandrakumar A. Pratapraj 

05/1977   Francis Rohan Fernando 

08/1933   Frederick Leon 

10/1968   György Tőkés 

12/1991   Ladiston Rexman Delima 

14/1972   Sivarajah Ahilaraj  

15/1980   Prabhat Sanjeeva Fernando 

17/1955   Lakshman Peiris 

18/1999   Isuranga Fernando (Novice) 

24/1938   Satkunanayagam  Paul 

25/1997   Shudipto Peter Rozario  
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REMEMBRANCES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

 

01/1905  Fr. Charles Royer  59/30 

01/2019  Fr. Benjamin Henry Miller 93/77 

02/1972  Sch. A. M. Packianather 31/14 

03/1973  Fr. Ralph J. Rieman  59/41 

05/1973  Br. Aloysius Seravelli  83/49 

06/1963  Fr. Arthur Rothenfuss  83/65 

08/1996  Fr. Francis X. Mayer  76/59 

11/1997  Fr. Antonio Sabino  87/68 

16/1941  Fr. Leo Dupont  76/58 

16/1956  Sch. Antoine Braquet  29/10 

17/1943  Sch. Xavier Soosaipillai 32/16 

17/1990  Fr. Emmanuel A. Crowther 92/71 

18/1976  Fr. Whitmel H. Macnair 56/38 

19/1965  Fr. Ed. Lermusieaux  90/68 

21/1994  Fr. Realino Chiriatti  94/77 

23/1939  Fr. Oliver Feron  77/60 

23/1922  Fr. Achille Verstraete  64/47 

24/1995  Fr. George Hamilton  91/64 

25/1985  Fr. Percival Abraham  67/35 

25/1987  Br. Joseph Lando  73/55 

27/1970  Fr. Rene Van den Abbelle 73/55 

29/1995  Br. Anthony de Noia  70/49 
 

 

NEXT   EDITING 

Please send your reports/pictures/photographs on or before Sunday 26
th

 January, 2020 to the 

Editor, Sri Lanka Jesuits‟ NEWSLETTER, 

 

  

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sociussrilanka@gmail.com 


